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NatelaM aghlakelidze

Issueson Training and Re-training Teachers of the Georgian
Language and Literature at the Present Stage
Summary
1. Current educational reforms in our country changed not only the
content, but also the form of teaching Georgian language and literature.
Thisis the reason why the national educational plan and subject standards
which training and re-training of teachers should be based on were
created.
2. Defining first 6 grades as a primary school determined the following
stages of training for teachers of the Georgian language and literature:
a) Teachers of multidisciplinary education of primary (I-1V) grades, who
will teach mathematics and natural science together with native language.
b) Teachers of primary grades (1-V1);
¢) Teachers of primary and secondary level subjects.
3.What is the situation like in Georgia? The conception concerning the
training and professona development of teachers was drawn up
(resolution N29, February 9, 2006). According to the prepared document,
the right of teaching was given to BAs and MAs of Education after one-
year probationary period at school and having passed teacher certification
exams. BAs were able to teach only primary grades, MAs could teach on
primary, basic and secondary levels. This opinion had to be rejected soon
as the number of MA students are not sufficient. Therefore, BAs were also
allowed to teach, though they had to undergo the probationary period or
have one-year working experience in order to take the teacher certification
exams. The amendments to this law were made in 2012, according to
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which, al BAs were alowed to undertake this profession without
probationary period.
4. Quadlification of a teacher is not given by any university. As for
Bachelor’s degree, which is awarded by a few state universities implies
preparing only primary grade (I-1V) teachers, while teachers of Georgian
language and literature are not prepared neither for basic nor for
secondary levels. No teachers are prepared for |-VI grades as well.
5. There are only a few state universities which have minor 60-credit
optional programs. Due to the unpopularity of the teacher’s profession
(and, perhaps, because of the fact that students don’'t have tutors), these
programs either do not work, or they are attended by future business-
administrators, financiers, tourism managers, etc. in order to obtain free
credits. Therefore, we will soon face lack of teachers, as well astheir
incompetence and non-professionalism. As for the program of mentor-
teachers, who were in charge of preparing new teachers, it does not work
at any university. The role of pedagogical practice is amost entirely
rejected in the preparation process of future teachers.
6. Theright of teaching is given after passing the certification examination
according to the new legidation as well. Thousands of teachers have
already passed this kind of examination; as for those who want to be
teachers of the Georgian language and literature, it is not necessary to
have professional education in Georgian philology. After doing some
training courses and passing the certification examination, everyone is
permitted to teach Georgian. Thus, the genera professional and subject
competence is defined only by the certification examinations in two
subjects and not by the relevant qualification or experience.
7. The government has already taken certain steps to improve the
situation. It was prepared the conception of training and career growth,
but, unfortunately, this conception is mainly focused on re-training, rather
than training of teachers. It is noted that students should get education in
accordance with the teacher’s professional and subject standards and
should be equipped by skills relevant to the educational standards. It is
noteworthy that it is only given a 60-credit module in the conceptionand
not the whole direction for those interested in teaching.

It should be noted that the state will finance the direction of education
at universitiesfrom the following year, but the fact is that out universities
are not prepared for this.
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