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Problems with the classification of non-strategic nuclear weapons

Zurab Samkharadze®
Ramaz Chichua*

Abstract

The article discusses the historical development, functions and modern role of tactical nuclear weapons (TNF)
in the field of international security, especially in the military-political relations of great powers and in
disarmament negotiations. The issue of tactical nuclear weapons has been actively discussed for more than 30
years, both in the context of strategic and non-strategic levels, where it is an important element in the process of
ensuring the balance of power and international stability. The article reviews the stages of the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks (SALW-1, SALW-2, SALW-3) between the USSR and the USA, within which tactical nuclear
systems were considered as a subject of both reduction and delimitation. The study highlights the specificity of
the Cold War period, when the Soviet Union considered tactical nuclear weapons as an important tool for
deterring the use of similar Western systems, while the United States and its allies perceived them as an element
of strengthening strategic nuclear guarantees. Since the 1990s, tactical nuclear weapons have become the subject
of parallel commitments for the USSR/Russia

and the United States, aimed at reducing tensions in Europe and Asia and maintaining strategic parity.

The article also discusses recent changes in the role of tactical nuclear weapons in the international security
system, including the distribution of their functions, the growth of their importance in the operational theater,
and cooperation in international programs, such as the Nunn-Lugar projects. The article examines how tactical
nuclear weapons operate in the context of operational strategy and security policy, and outlines Moscow's vision
of balancing Western nuclear forces and the ability to take appropriate strategic pressure.

The study is based on historical analysis, an assessment of international agreements, and the prospects for the
use of tactical nuclear weapons in the context of modern security challenges.

Keywords: tactical nuclear weapons, strategic constraints, international security, disarmament, US-Russian
relations
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o900 3m0o3o3L BEAMSGHYR0MO BoMs3gEHM doegdol La®s3gdHm LobGgdgdl, LEGMmo-
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2 LsdbgM™ FgMdobgdol gdbozmbo, (89sy0bs 3.. BEdMEME063s), Imbzmgo, 33L ,NIITs COSMO®, 2000 {gro
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333MMOHMS XAMBoL J0gM).
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10 5. n93dobo, 5.3. bggobo, 8.9. LelbmagLio, ,oGHMIMMO oML J5dmyggbgdol Fglisbgd Lsdbgmm Mm3gMsgogdol
©99L35s300LM30L%, LodbgE®mM sHOM369ds, No3, 1999, ag. 34-37.
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11 B61 dcddgdol cxobo®, s@mIn®o 39360960ms dowmg@gbo, 2003 Feob 0563560-00gdgM35wo0, @¢. 59, N1, 43. 74-76.
12"NRDC Nuclear Notebook: U.S. Nuclear Forces", 2003, The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, ds0bo-0gbolbo 2003, @. 59, Ne3,
23 73-76.
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13 5009dbbGY FoMMIMMOO, ,35BMS BMIDO 3o@sMs Mmdolomgol”, Independent Military Review, 6 ds0@o, 1998, 43. 6.
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