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Combat Operations on Mountainous Terrain,
Challenges and Ways to Solve Them

Colonel David Bichikashvili
Defense Forces of Georgia, Education Command,
Command and Staff College, Senior Instructor
SSU-Technical University of Georgia,
Doctoral student in the Military Engineering Program

Abstract

The presented work discusses the challenges of fighting in the mountains and ways to solve them. The
main goal of the work is to identify the main threats that the unit may face during military operations in the
mountains according to combat functions. The difficulties of operating on mountainous terrain are also described
and recommendations are formulated, which are important to be taken into account by the unit’s command ring
during combat training and military operations. Mountains have attracted human attention since ancient times
and have always played an important role in human history. They are part of our environment and deeply in-
grained in our imaginations, we have not only given them symbolic meaning, but have made them objects of
worship and art. Since ancient times, mountains have inspired man with respect and awe. From the anthropogeo-
graphic point of view, mountains represent a very diverse and often complex complex of geographical conditions.
When analyzing these conditions, it is possible to bring to the fore the separate geographical conditions of this
or that mountain landscape and their connection in the issue of preparing the country’s territory for war. When
choosing a certain pass for communication routes, historical, economic and strategic conditions often play a great-
er role than natural conditions. The strategic and military value of mountains (such as the Alps, the Caucasus, the
Himalayas, the Balkans, etc.) historically stems from the fact that they represent natural borders between states
and have a significant impact on the country’s defense capabilities. High peaks, valleys, and dense forest cover
make it difficult for the enemy to maneuver and move, giving the defensive side an advantage. As a result, from
ancient times to the present day, mountainous regions are the arena for the development of wars and conflicts of
various geopolitical types.

Keywords:

Caucasus region, theory of triangles, economic development, stability in the region, role of investments.
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Abstract

This article deals with one of the most important threats in today’s reality, information warfare and oper-
ations that have their origins a long time ago. It is true that the named phenomenon had a different expression
in actions in the past, but the goal was the same. Propaganda, disinformation, which at the same time is a com-
ponent of active measures, was carried out by means of print media and mass media, proclamations were spread,
and human resources were used to influence and strengthen influence. Today, all this has shifted to another level,
cybernetization has changed not only social relations between individuals, but also increased threats and risks in
interstate relations.

The active measure is mainly carried out (was carried out) both openly and covertly, it is a component
of specific intelligence and counter-intelligence measures and operations, and its purpose is to exert a beneficial
influence within the framework of foreign and domestic policy in accordance with the interests of the country.

The successful use of such measures began during the Cold War, which took place after the Second World
War between the former allies - the Soviet Union and the United States of America. Similar ways and methods
were used by the Soviet Union against the North Atlantic Organization, which it perceived as a threat to be reck-
oned with.

It is necessary to distinguish “active measures” from purely operational intelligence and counterintelli-
gence, as well as diplomatic activities. Also, we should not equate it with the term “ideological operations” of
Soviet origin, which in terms of content can be perceived as a similar manipulation, since it is carried out in order
to influence the mood. As for the purpose of active measures, it is expressed in the impact on public opinion and
views, as well as on the actions of individuals, states and public organizations. The motive may be to realize the
interests of the country, government institutions operating on the basis of apparent order and welfare, to destroy
the negative and polarized background in the society, to gain goodwill. Often, the motive can also be retribution
and revenge against countries with which the subject country is in open or covert confrontation.

As we mentioned, in the past, the aggressor state could influence the target state by using various resources,
in particular, it was necessary to make human efforts to exert a negative influence, to spread proclamations, to
spread rumors, to tell anecdotes, but today all this can be done remotely, by placing the desired information in
cyberspace, destructively on information systems. and sabotage attack, disruption of critical infrastructure, etc.

Keywords:
Propaganda, disinformation, active measures, information warfare and operations, intelligence and counterintelli-
gence, cyberspace.
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Abstract

The material presented below is based entirely on two of our earlier letters. The mentioned material is
based on the 2009 IB Euro-Caucasian University of Social Sciences Faculty, Institute of Strategic Assessment and
Management Problems report presented at the First International conference “Georgia’s Security in the Changing
World” titled: “The war of the future in the context of globalization and the security problem of Georgia”. Nat-
urally A question may arise, why we considered it necessary to “update” it, so to speak? The reason is, that now,
when two bloody conflicts are going on in Europe and the Middle East, we are in a good position to determine
what theorists could and could not foresee about the war at the end of the 20th century. However, this time too,
we will limit ourselves only to the discussion of the fourth generation war doctrine.
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Dynamics of Military Expenditure Growth in Both the Region and the World

Brigadier General of the Reserve Amiran Salukvadze
LEPL — David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,
Invited Specialist in the Scientific Research Center

Abstract

The planning of the military, i.e. the defense budget, its formation is an important part of the military pol-
icy of any state. The militarized country, the region and the world are assessed by the parameters of the military
expenditures of the states. The planning of the military, i.e. the defense budget, its formation is an important part
of the military policy of any state. The militarized country, the region and the world are evaluated by the param-
eters of the military expenditures of the states. The trend of military expenditure growth is maintained. In 2022,
the total military expenditures of all countries reached a record - 2.24 trillion US dollars.

The structure of military expenses of any state, studying the dynamics of its changes, keeping expenses at a
stable level, their decrease and increase, allow specialists to draw many conclusions. While studying the structure
of costs, the most important attention is paid to the components, which emphasis is placed, whether excess stocks
are accumulated or not, etc.

Military expenses are the financial expenses of the state, spent for the preparation of the defense forces for
military operations, as well as for providing them in every way, both during the peace period and during the mil-
itary operations. In general the trend of cost growth is influenced by the the following factors:

- Inflation, increase in prices for armaments;

- Tense geopolitical situation;

- The certain nature of recent wars and conflicts;

- Betting on modern weapons and high technologies.

Military expenditures of the state should allow:

- to ensure the equipping of the defense forces with modern weapons, equipment, and proper supplies of
ammunition;

- to create a military-material base of the defense forces;

- to develop the local military industry;

- to develop modern military technologies;

- to create a social-economic security base for military personnel.

The increase in military expenses directly depends on geopolitical situation, including threats and risks
facing the state on the one hand, and on the economic development of the state on the other hand.The analysis of
the military expenditures of any country, including the dynamics of changes, growth or reduction, budget prior-
ities allows to assess the following aspects: the threats facing this particular country are increasing or decreasing.
Of course, this would be a misrepresentation of the vision of these authorities, and not the evaluations seen from
the outside.

The analysis of priorities of military expenditure also allows us to make different conclusions. The priorities
of a particular country are clearly visible in military expenditure. Here it is clearly seen whether the emphasis is
on the social problems of the army, the military, or on the combat component, ground component, aviation, de-
fensive armament or, on the contrary, on the offensive. The analysis also shows whether the shortfall in existing
stocks is being filled, whether excess stocks are being created, whether the stockpiles are being replenished, or
whether any component is strengthening compared to neighboring countries.

In terms of military expenditure, the United States of America maintains its leading position. In 2003, the
US defense budget was 368 billion dollars, and in 2022 became 801 billion dollars. The planned budget for 2023
is 858 billion US dollars.

Keywords:

military spending, defense budget, geopolitics, armaments, resources, armed forces.
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The Countries Committing
the Most Aid to Ukraine

Countries committing the most aid to Ukraine
from Jan. 24, 2022 to Jul. 31, 2023, by type (in billion euros)
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Colonel Murtaz Gujejian
Deputy Chief of J-2 Department of Military
Intelligence of Defense Forces

Abstract

This brief in-depth research “The new EU energy security reality and its impact on the wider Black Sea
region” on a security Studies was organized by David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,
Germany. Its goal is to support the security of the Wider Black Sea Region energy supply chains. The purpose
of this project is to answer to the main question: Will EU energy security impact the south-eastern flank of the
Euro-Atlantic space.

Russia’s war in Ukraine has created new problems that are not addressed by outdated security programs
and old-fashioned traditional defence approaches. That the war in Ukraine is not the cause of a future conflict
against the world order is not a new point of view, furthermore, the war in Ukraine is one of the results of the
already existing conflict. It is a real possibility that the Kremlin will continue its aggressive foreign policy towards
its neighbours and neighbours of neighbours in order to consolidate global power and “legitimacy”.

The eternal war in the region exposed the EU’s economic weaknesses in energy exports and supply chains.
Military professionals believe that whoever controls the east of the Euro-Atlantic space and/or dominates the
Black Sea, can easily project power on the European continent, Central Europe, the Mediterranean, the North/
South Caucasus and the Middle East.

Russia eternal war has shown us more dependence, weaponization, interference and more vulnerability of
the EU Countries; Security is no longer based on the previously established rules. In the near future It’s unlikely
that relations between the EU and Russia will be based on beneficial energy relations. The European Union is
moving beyond the binary dependency that binds international actors, creating a new reality in which the in-
clusiveness of energy security extends to several different areas, diversification will be critical for the EU. Supply
chains are complicated and messy, it’s implausible to make positive changes overnight.

Taking into account Russia sharp growth in military spending, its ability to integrate state resources and
masses and it’s “great propensity for risk” makes Russia both a “capable and unpredictable actor”. Russia’s black-
mail to use nuclear weapons indicates that Kremlin is losing the war due to lack of ammunition and low techno-
logical capabilities and in the short term wants to take this war into a protracted or frozen conflict phase.

According to the analysis of the processes of the recent past, the stability of the region cannot be successful
and effective only with the support of NATO member states on EU’s eastern flank. NATO, EU and their partners
should have an emergency and long-term assistance strategy for the parties. From the lesson learnt in the last 30+
years on international cooperation issues it is vital that in the next 10-30 years the Euro-Atlantic and regional
countries (except Russia) in the region, must counter challenges with collective deterrence of cooperation. Ac-
tively promoting stability is possible through the existence of the theory of Russian deterrence. Stability should
be achieved by promoting collective deterrence and integration of Russia; a strategy of emergency and long-term
assistance not only for alliance members, but also for partners, plus collective deterrence equals fixing and inte-
gration of Russia.

Speeches and workshops used in editing this paper, Organized by the Research and Policy Analysis Depart-
ment (RPA) project of Strategic Competition Seminar Series-FY23 SCSS of George C. Marshall European Center
for Security Studies (GCMC) at Workshop I held in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, 20-24 February 2023
entitled “Alternative Ukrainian Future Trajectories: Implications for Russia and the West” and Workshop II held
in Berlin, Germany on 16 May 2023“ (A summary of FY23 SCSS#8 hybrid seminar entitled “What if? Russian
Variables, Inflection Points and Game Changers?” at SCSS Workshop II) have been very supportive in the prepa-
ration of the paper.

Keywords:

Black Sea region, Economic, Energy, Russia, Ukraine, Military.
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Note: This figure refers to the entries of natural gas from non-EU countries in the EU; Switzerland is nevertheless
excluded from the list of origins as the gas transiting Switzerland (and entering to the EU from this country which is
enclaved into the EU) has been by definition already reported as an entry by another EU Member State.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: nrg_ti_gasm)
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on Europe's energy stability
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gas from pipes runs out

The EU's security
of gas supply is
fragile
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e 2022 flow (increase)
b 2022 flow (decrease)

Seurce: Amows on the map show the largest flows of natural gas around the European market and selected smaller flows. Amowheads indicate direction, while amow width indicates size
©f 2022 flow. Natural gas flows in the European market, first half 2022 vs first half 2021
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Abstract

Civil defense is a constituent part of the system of state social and defense measures. It is planned and im-
plemented to protect the population in war and peacetimes, to maintain the stable operation of economic objects,
and to carry out rescue and other types of emergency work in damage areas. It is a complex of non-military, de-
fensive measures aimed to ensure the efficiency of state management. The main task of civil defense is to protect
the rear of the country. Civil defense, in order to reduce human and material losses, uses only its own, mostly
passive methods and means.
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On Some Important Aspects of National Resistance

Irakli Batiashvili
LEPL — David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,
Invited Specialist in the Scientific Research Center

Abstract

In this article we consider such significant components of total national resistance as underfgnond and guer-
rilla. Of course, our reasonings should have very qualified character and therefore we base ourself on the new and
acknowledged theory of total resistance; namely, on the work of Swedish Defence University - ,,Resistance Oper-
ating Concept”. Also we base ourself on the very important work — ,,The Basics of Guerrilla War: a Theory and a
Praxis”. So we analyze several significant aspects and key points, that are represented in those works and conse-
quently make evident the general concept of those components of resistance movement: particularly, we elucidate
their place and function inside the certain system; their structures, constituting elements and main characteristics.
The explication of this general concept serves our future considerations, that must define the essential fea-
tures of our national resistance movement, taking in account namely our specific factors: our national interests,
special threats to our state and cultural, psychological, geographic and urbanistic specificities of our country.
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The Role of Territorial Defense Forces in the Defense System of the Country
(Taking Into Account the Experience of Ukraine)

Lieutenant General of the Reserve Johnny Pirtskhalaishvili
LEPL — David Aghmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia,
Invited Specialist in the Scientific Research Center

Abstract

Territorial defense is a constituent part of military and general state measures, which are carried out on
the territory of the state, to protect objects and communications from the enemy’s subversive acts, as well as to
establish and support the martial law regime.

The main tasks of territorial defense include:

Reliable protection of important military economy objects and communications;

fight against the enemy’s subversive-intelligence terrorist forces;

Establishment and maintenance of the martial law regime in the entire territory of the country or in its individ-
ual districts;

By interaction with the state government and self-government bodies, implementation of both the legislative
and other normative acts of the country related to territorial defense;

Participation in both the planning and provision of territorial defense measures;

Specifying the list of protected objects and communications and implementing measures to protect them;
Determination of the necessary forces and funds from the local budget;

Ensuring protection of law and order in their territory, in the places where martial law is declared;

During wartime, interaction with the leadership of the state government bodies established by the highest au-
thorities of the country in accordance with the law on martial law:

In case of war, the territorial defense, in interaction with the defense forces, should ensure all-round damage
to the invading enemy and slow down its progress, deter it by combat operations, by protection of strategically
important territories and objects.

Keywords:

territorial defense, defense forces, territory of the state.
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Abstract

The paper discusses the development of modern tactics, taking into account the latest technologies, the
introduction of weapons and the experience of wars and armed conflicts of the last decade. The art of war orig-
inated in ancient times alongside armed combat and has continuously evolved and improved over the centuries.
Along with the historical development, the theory and practice of military art has changed. Military strategy, as
the highest branch of military art, is closely related to state policy, operational art and tactics, it plays a leading
role. At the same time, it relies on operational art and tactics, considers and uses their capabilities to solve strate-
gic tasks. The components of martial arts are interdependent. The analysis of the experience of military conflicts
of the last decades showed that the success in the battle of combined arms largely depends on the means used by
the higher authorities. Combat actions of tactical formations united by a single concept make it possible to suc-
cessfully perform operational and even strategic tasks. Under the influence of military strategy and operational art,
progressive tactics have a significant impact on the development of military art as a whole. Operational success is
ultimately achieved through a combination of specific positive tactical outcomes. A decisive influence on the de-
velopment of tactics is undoubtedly the improvement of weapons, military and special equipment, as well as the
improvement of the quality of combat training of personnel. The conducted research made it possible to identify
the main directions of the development of tactics, which reveals its influence on operational art and strategy. The
paper discusses: the expansion of the spatial scope of the battle at the tactical level, the increasingly active use
of surface flight of the airspace, the increase of the fire impact on the frontline and the maneuvering of troops
directly on the battlefield, the decisive constant growth of the objectives of the battle. Studying the experience
of combat operations in modern conflicts is of great importance for the development of tactics and military art in
general. However, it is not always advisable to make any changes to the battle manual related to this experience
every time, especially if it concerns the specifics of military operations in a particular region. The statutes should
contain the basic and fundamental requirements for the preparation and conduct of military operations and they
should be unwavering, while the details and consideration of modern features should be reflected in appropriate
separate documents: instructions, directives, etc. The work presents only the most important current trends in the
development of tactics, through which its influence on other components of military art is revealed. The tactician
faces a number of tasks related to military strategy and operational art, both in the development of the theory
of military art and in the implementation of recommendations and best practices in the training of units of the
defense forces. The discovery of new directions for the development of tactics makes it possible to react in time
not only to the changes in the relationship between the constituent parts of military art and their consideration in
educational and scientific activities, but also to actively introduce them into guidance documents and reflect them
in various innovations.
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