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THE HOUSE IN BETHANIA
(BASED ON THE LETTERS OF BARON AL. NIKOLAI)

The K. Kekelidze National Center of Georgian Manuscripts holds the personal
archive of Baron Alexander Pavlovich Nikolai (1821-1899), a Russian statesman of
French-Swedish descent. Among these materials are several hundred French-lan-
guage letters addressed to his brother, Leonty Nikolai. Approximately 300 of these
letters, dating from 1849 to 1862, have been translated and studied, revealing fasci-
nating insights into the history of Georgia and beyond.

This article explores the history of Baron Alexander Nikolai’s house in Bethania
as recounted in his letters. These correspondences shed light on the daily life, routines,
and notable aspects of Georgian high aristocracy during the mid-19" century, offering
a vivid glimpse into their world.
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